
VILLAGE HISTORIAN REPORT
J O Y C E  S H A R R O C K - C O L E



OSSINING COVID PROJECT
Ø Partnerships with the Ossining Public Library, Jaimie Hoffman, 

Denise McIver – CAAM Museum in California

Ø live in September 2020

Ø Submissions of Poems, stories, photos, County COVID maps, SOE 

Declarations

Ø Form to submit is on the Village website 

https://www.villageofossining.org/village-

historian/webforms/ossining-community-history-collection-project-

ossining-during-covid-19

Ø Review Submissions on the OPL website (Lib-Guide) 

https://ossininglibrary.libguides.com/Ossining-COVID-

Project/Home

Ø Community Service hours for OHS Students

https://www.villageofossining.org/village-historian/webforms/ossining-community-history-collection-project-ossining-during-covid-19
https://ossininglibrary.libguides.com/Ossining-COVID-Project/Home


CONTINUED EDUCATION
This course introduced the basics, 

challenges, and opportunities of 

community archives, how to plan a 

community archive, and explore 

examples of digital and physical 

community archives. The course is 

geared toward archive and library 

professionals.



19 PRESENTATIONS
• OAC – Black Voices Matter

• Sparta Cemetery (Halloween) - OPL

• Youth Bureau

• SUNY Race (2 classes)

• Full Gospel Tabernacle History

• Rev. Henry Duers History

• Rev. Duers Day

• Star of Bethlehem Baptist Church (Duers)

• Episcopal Parishes Action on Inclusion & Race 
(R.E.P.A.I.R)

• Sing Sing Prison Museum (Justice Talks)

• Ossining Public Library (Round Table)

• Girl Scout Troop 2353

Black History Month Exhibit Video –OHS

• Ossining School District (Elementary School 
Teachers)

• Jug Tavern

• Ossining Black History & Culture Exhibit

• Veterans Day Ceremony (Ossining) 

• R.A.B. – Veterans program



BLACK HISTORY MONTH EXHIBIT 2021

Ø Tours to state and local elected officials, OUFSD 

Administration & School Board Members, and 

MBK program

Ø Video created with cameo from  Mayor Levin for 

the school District

Ø Researched and covered 231 years of history

Ø Conducted Oral histories 

Ø Over 120 visitors to the Exhibit

Ø 4 Live Oral History zooms

B E T H A N Y  A R T S  C O M M U N I T Y ,  O S S I N I N G





12 Oral Histories
Ø Current and Former Ossining Residents

Ø 1-2 hrs. per interview



P A S T  P R O G R A M S / C O L L A B O R A T I O N S

Ø OHS Juneteenth history and flag

Ø Multiple tours of BHM Exhibit

Ø Multiple meetings with MBK students and facilitator

Ø Elementary School Teachers Black History 

Presentation (over 50 teachers attended) 

Ø Multiple Meetings with Administration

Ø SUNY Race (Presentation 2-classes)

Ø Ossining COVID project – Community Services for 

OHS Students

F U T U R E  P R O G R A M S / C O L L A B O R AT I O N S

Ø Roosevelt School Juneteenth Flag (Tomorrow)

Ø School District Clerical Staff – History Present (next week)

Ø Summer workshops Elementary Schools (Ossining History)

Ø New teacher Orientation (August)

Ø Student workshops on family history and connections to 

Ossining History

Ø Ossining COVID project – Community Services for OHS 

Students





EMAILS 
historian@villageofossining.org

Ø71 - COVID Project (Instructions and 

Submissions

ØCommunity Service Opportunities

Ø68 with request (various items)

ØMeeting request

ØResearch Request

ØGenealogy help (zoom and phone)

ØHistoric Marker & Preservation questions       

and request



VILLAGE BUSINESS

Ø (2) Street Naming – research, board appearance(s), and 

street dedication(s)

Ø5 Research request (Seal, Duers, famous actress, street 

history, mayoral history)

ØCOVID memorial ground breaking

ØRespond to FOIL request



FUTURE POJECTS

ØOssining COVID Project (ongoing)

ØOHS Community Services (ongoing)

ØReimage ways to involve kids in documenting history

ØRockland Public Library presentation

ØPartnership with the Library on a History Project, Display, and expansion 

of History Collection project

ØKick off official Oral history project

ØProject with Ossining Children’s Center

ØCommunity archiving Project (items handed over in the care of 

historian)



WHERE TO FIND ME!

https://www.villageofossining.org/village-historian

Joyce Sharrock-Cole (Ossining Village Historian)

historian@villageofossining.org


