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June 26, 2013 
 

NY Natural Heritage Program - Information Services 
NYS DEC 
625 Broadway, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12233-4757 
 
RE:  Information request 
 
VHB Engineering is providing environmental assessment services for the proposed redevelopment of a 
property located at 34 North Water Street in the Village of Ossining, New York. As currently proposed, the 
existing vacant industrial buildings would be demolished and a new residential building would be 
constructed. No new construction is proposed on the adjacent plateau. The proposed project site comprises 
8.25 acres and is located within the Village of Ossining. The site is bordered by railroad tracks and the Hudson 
River to the west, primarily residential uses to the east, and light industrial uses to the south.  Attached is a 
USGS topographical map showing the location of the proposed project and a layout plan of the proposed 
development.  
 
Development of this property was proposed by the owner in 2004 and the Department of Environmental 
Conservation NY Natural Heritage Program (NHP) was consulted at that time to inquire whether the site 
contains any species of plant or animal life that is identified as threatened, rare or endangered. In a letter 
dated January 19, 2005 (please see attached) and upon further consultation with the NHP, it was determined 
that a nest exists approximately 200 feet from the northeastern property boundary. In March 2009, Jason 
Tesauro Ecological Consulting investigated the Bald Eagle habitat in the vicinity of the project site and 
consulted further with NYSDEC. At that time it was determined that the bald eagle nest tree had not 
supported an active nest since 2006. A nest is deemed active by the State of New York within five years of its 
last use. A copy of the Bald Eagle Habitat Investigation is attached hereto. 
 
At this time, we request an updated review of the New York Natural Heritage Program databases to verify 
whether the site contains any species of plant or animal life that is identified as threatened, rare or 
endangered. Specifically, we need to confirm whether the bald eagle nest tree that supported an active nest 
in 2006 still supports an active nest and when the last documented breeding of bald eagles was confirmed. 
 
 If you require any additional information, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you in advance for your 
assistance.     

 
Sincerely, 

 
Gina Martini, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 
 
VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, P.C. 





 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources 
New York Natural Heritage Program 
625 Broadway, 5th Floor, Albany, New York 12233-4757 
Phone: (518) 402-8935 • Fax: (518) 402-8925 
Website: www.dec.ny.gov 
      

            July 8, 2013 
 
Gina Martini, AICP 
Senior Project Manager 
VHB Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, P.C. 
50 Main Street, Suite 360 
White Plains, NY 10606 
 
Dear Ms. Martini: 
 
  In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage 
Program database with respect to the proposed construction of a residential building on the 
property at 34 North Water Street in the Village of Ossining, Westchester County. 
 
 Enclosed is a report of rare or state-listed animals and plants, and significant natural 
communities, which our databases indicate occur, or may occur, on your site or in the 
immediate vicinity of your site.  
 

For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted; the enclosed 
report only includes records from our databases.  We cannot provide a definitive statement as 
to the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant natural 
communities.  This information should not be substituted for on-site surveys that may be 
required for environmental impact assessment. 

 
Our databases are continually growing as records are added and updated.  If this 

proposed project is still under development one year from now, we recommend that you 
contact us again so that we may update this response with the most current information. 
 
 The presence of the plants and animals identified in the enclosed report may result in 
this project requiring additional review or permit conditions.  For further guidance, and for 
information regarding other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas 
or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the appropriate NYS DEC Regional 
Office, Division of Environmental Permits, as listed at www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html. 
                  

Sincerely,     
 
 
 
       Nicholas Conrad  

Information Resource Coordinator 
New York Natural Heritage Program 

Joe Martens 
  Commissioner 








